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had built new houses, or who, in rebuilding old ones, had
constructed the fronts of wood, and to fine them for their
offences. The same fate was to overtake those who had let
part of their houses to lodgers, if they had not done so pre-
viously to Michaelmas, 1603. The obloquy which James
brought upon himself by this attempt to help out his exchequer
by such means was enough to induce him to issue a procla-
mation, two months later, in which he declared that he had
never thought of his own profit, and that, in order to prove the
sincerity of his statement, he had consented, not, as might be
supposed, to remit the fines, but to give a positive and final
order that nobody should build any more houses; in which
case there would, .of course, be no fines to levy.l The sum
obtained by the Commission had been no more than 4,ooo/.,
an amount which can hardly be regarded as sufficient to
counterbalance the irritation which was caused by the mode in
which it was obtained.

On the same day as that on which the aldermen and justices
were required to report on the growth of London, a letter was.
1614. addressed by the Council to the Lord Mayor, re-
TheCt*l6" quires him to examine into the progress of an evil
brewer*. of an equally alarming description. It had reached
the ears of the Government that the brewers of London were
in the habit of brewing exceedingly strong beer, and thereby of
breaking the laws which had been made for the purpose of
preventing the unnecessary consumption of barley.2 The Lord
Mayor was to examine into the facts, and to make a report to
the Council. This, however, was not the only point on which
the Government was brought into collision with the brewers.
The money owed for two thousand casks which had been taken
for the King's household was still unpaid, and it was rumoured
that there was an intention of laying an imposition of two-
pence a barrel upon beer. In these straits, the brewers dis-
covered in the charter of the city of London a clause by which
they were, as they fancied, exempted from purveyance, and on
the strength of this they demanded immediate payment of the
1 July 16, Proclamation Book, S, P. Dom. clxxxvii, 44.
* Council Register, Oct. 16, 1614.